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STORMY WEATHER IN EUROPE 





HE press of both Europe and the 

United States has for several months 
past expressed increasing pessimism con- 
cerning recent developments in the domes- 
tic affairs of various European States, as 
well as their relations with one another. 
The general uneasiness caused by Franco- 
Italian friction, and the repercussion, in 
Jugoslavia, of the execution in Italy of 
four Slovenes accused of acts of terrorism, 
has been further increased by the outcome 
of the German general elections held on 
September 14, which marked a victory for 
extremists of the Right and Left.* The 
National Socialist (Fascist) party, led 
by Adolf Hitler, gained ninety-five seats, 
while the Communist party gained twenty- 
two. Of the moderate bourgeois parties, 
only the Catholic Centre registered a mod- 
est gain, the People’s party and the Social 
Democrats both meeting with losses at the 
polls. 


The gains made by the Fascists and 
Communists in the German election are 
attributed to deep-seated dissatisfaction 
with the prevailing economic depression 
and resulting unemployment, for which the 
Young plan is held to blame, and the in- 
ability of the moderate Briining cabinet, 
a minority government, to deal with these 
problems effectively by parliamentary 
methods. 


The Briining cabinet, whose financial 
program encountered determined opposi- 
tion in the Reichstag, maintained its ex- 
istence only by dissolving the Reichstag 
under the emergency provisions of Article 
48 of the Constitution. Undismayed by 
victory in the camp of the Opposition, the 
cabinet has decided to go before the 
Reichstag when it convenes on October 13 
and ask for a vote of confidence, relying 





*Cf. “The Significance of the German Elections,” F. P. A. 
Information Service, Vol. VI, No. 18, September 3, 1930. 


on the support, or at least the benevolent 
neutrality of the Social Democrats. The | 
formation of a coalition with the Social 
Democrats, which in certain circles is con- 
sidered alone capable of prolonging the 
cabinet’s existence, presents a number of 
difficulties: the Social Democrats, while 
generally in sympathy with the cabinet’s 
moderate foreign policy, demand a more 
radical program of social legislation, 
especially as concerns unemployment in- 
surance, than the cabinet has so far been 
willing to sponsor. Nevertheless, should 
the Briining cabinet by means of timely 
concessions succeed in obtaining the active 
cooperation of the Social Democrats, it 
would be in a position to defeat the ob- 
structionist methods of the Fascists and 
Communists, who are at one only in their 
opposition to parliamentary government. 
The Fascists, while professing certain so- 
cialist aims, at the same time represent 
industrial interests, and advocate the es- 
tablishment of an extreme dictatorship. 
The Communists, openly anti-capitalist, 
support world revolution and the dictator- 
ship of the proletariat. 


Trend Toward Dictatorships 


The success of the Fascists at the polls 
is regarded as but one more symptom of 
European discontent with the parliamen- 
tary form of government which, it has 
been claimed, is too slow and unwieldy for 
decisive action in political or economic 
crises. Italian Fascist spokesmen inter- 
pret this discontent as a sign of the decline 
of parliamentary government, and argue 
that dictatorship is alone calculated to 
save European States from the slough of 
economic despond. The dissolution of the 
Polish Sejm on August 30, accompanied 
by Marshal Pilsudski’s decision to assume 
dictatorial powers, the attempt of the 
bourgeois government in Finland to re- 
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strict the franchise in the face of opposi- 
tion on the part of the Social Democrats, 
the persistent rumor that the aristocratic 
government of Count Bethlen favors the 
restoration of Otto to the throne of Hun- 
gary, are all viewed by Italian observers 
as significant indications that Europe has 
not been uninfluenced by Mussolini’s meth- 
ods. Nor can this tendency towards dic- 
tatorship in Europe be attributed solely 
to fear of the spread of Communism. Its 
fundamental causes must be sought in 
uncertainty as to the immediate future, 
due to world-wide economic depression, 
aggravated by a high tariff policy, of 
which the United States is the leading 
proponent; unemployment, which not only 
constitutes a drain on the resources of 
each State affected, but a constant threat 
of social unrest as well; the signal failure 
of plans for disarmament; and the grow- 
ing conviction that parliamentary govern- 
ment, under which various parties tend to 
sacrifice national for party aims, cannot 
deal effectively with paramount issues. 


Threats to the Status Quo 

The pessimism caused by the economic 
and political situation is further aggra- 
vated by uncertainty as to the fate of the 
peace treaties and the complex structure 
of European alliances based upon them. 
France, satisfied with the outcome of the 
World War, wishes to maintain the status 
quo, and regards all attempts at revision 
of the treaties as a threat of war; in this 
policy she has the support of Belgium, Po- 
land, Jugoslavia, Czechoslovakia and Ru- 
mania. Italy, on the other hand, views 
the Versailles settlement as essentially un- 
just, and demands territorial readjust- 
ment in North Africa; around her rally 
the discontented elements of Europe— 
Bulgaria, Hungary and Albania. The ten- 
sion which had marked France’s relations 
with Italy has been somewhat reduced by 
the six months’ naval holiday which was 
announced in July. At the present time, 
the two countries are discussing a naval, 
as well as a political, agreement and Great 
Britain has used her influence to hasten 
the negotiations. 

Between these two groups of States, Ger- 
many, under the leadership of the late Dr. 
Stresemann, occupied a neutral position: 
the German government favored observ- 
ance of the peace treaties, and resorted to 
diplomatic negotiations in order to obtain 
such modifications of their provisions as 
the Young plan and the evacuation of the 
Rhineland. The support given by a sec- 
tion of the German electorate to the Fas- 
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cist party, which opposes the Treaty of 
Versailles, the Young plan, the Locarno 
treaties and the League of Nations, has 
caused alarm in France, especially among 
the French Nationalists, who fear that the 
German Fascists will attempt to inaugur- 
ate a revanche policy. The Fascist suc- 
cess may be expected, on the one hand, to 
give a fresh impetus to German demands 
for revision of the treaties and, on the 
other, to confirm the French Nationalists 
in their conviction that France should not 
proceed with disarmament and should 
make no further concessions to Germany. 
This tendency towards intransigence in 
both countries is not calculated to reduce 
the existing international tension. It is 
considered doubtful, however, that any 
German government, unless it were ex- 
clusively Fascist in its composition, would 
openly defy the obligations of the post-war 
treaties. 


Solution Proposed at Geneva 


It was in this atmosphere of anxiety 
and uncertainty that the Assembly of the 
League of Nations convened at Geneva on 
September 8 to consider divergent solu- 
tions of the existing difficulties. While 
M. Briand advocated the formation of a 
European federation as the remedy for 
political and economic conflicts, Mr. Hen- 
derson vigorously stated that disarma- 
ment alone could allay nationalistic sus- 
picions, and Mr. Graham, president of the 
British Board of Trade, urged tariff re- 
duction as the only antidote for eco- 
nomic depression. That economic, rather 
than political, cooperation, is the most 
pressing issue of the moment is acknow]l- 
edged by all States which have suffered 
from a slump in trade. Doubt, however, 
has been expressed as to whether such 
cooperation may be best secured by means 
of a European federation, or by an in- 
ternational organization comprising all 
the States of the world. The twenty-six 
States which had been invited by M. 
Briand to examine his project for a Euro- 
pean federation agreed on one fundamen- 
tal point—that the proposed federation, 
whatever the form it may take, should be 
organized within the framework of the 
League of Nations. It is as yet too early 
to determine whether the European States 
will take actual steps to solve their politi- 
cal and economic conflicts by joint action 
or will resort once more to the methods of 
national exclusivism, the danger and in- 
adequacy of which have been demon- 
strated in the past. 


Vera Micheles Dean. 
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